CHAPTER XL
THE SEQUEL.
IT is stated in the Mahabhafata that the Pandavas ruled
in Hastinapura for 36 years after the war, but it does
not seem probable that they could have pulled on so
long in the enjoyment of their fortune, saddened as it was
by the death of their nearest and dearest Dhritarashtra,
who was apparently treated with respect, had in reality
to suffer from the insults of the never-forgiving Bhima,
and sometimes had to pass his days without food. Like
a true Kshatriya he therefore resolved to retire into a
forest and apprised Yudhishthira of his intention. It
was a shock to the already disgusted mind of Yudhish-
thira. He could not persuade Dhritarashtra to give up
his intention, and led by Gandhari and Kunti walking on
either side and followed by Vidura and Sanjaya the
blind monarch left Hastinapura amid the lamentations
of the Pandavas and the people. The former implored
Kunti to stay behind and enjoy the fruit of the war to
which she herself had incited them. But the strong-
minded lady replied, " I wanted you not to beg and
therefore advised you to fight It was not for my enjoy-
ment, for I had enough of it in my husband's time."
Thus saying she went on, riot heeding their importu-
nities or the lamentations of Draupadi. Her parting
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